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Is the London property market  
for rich buyers only?

Brexit is raising many questions for the property market in 2019. Surveyors and Estate agents 

are putting together their industry insight on what to expect in the year ahead. But what 

about the demand for a London property? The city of London will continue to be an entreating 

market for many as a safe investment, but is it an affordable one?

 

It is predicted that there will be competitive pricing throughout the year ahead, and vendors 

who are realistic in their approach to the price of their property will attract buyer interest as 

needs continue to dictate decision making, (The Resident, 2019). London will especially be an 

eye-catching location for foreign buyers. Some of which  have already benefited from the 

Brexit-induced decline in the value of sterling. The chief executive of Octane Capital said, 

‘the 13% drop in the value of the pound compared with the dollar since the June 2016 

referendum has turned the UK into a goldmine for foreign investors’.

 

However, for young buyers, London may not be an option at all. In 2018, first-time buyers were 

seeing deposits alone at up to £115,000 in Greater London (Homes & Property), and even if 

you’re open to the idea of buying a property in South West London you can still expect to pay 

an average deposit of £37,371.00 (Moneywise Finance) or £52, 921.00 if you decide to go 

East. 

The average property price in Bedford is £324, 598 (Zoopla, 2019) which can get you a three 

bedroom semi-detached home with a garden. In London, however, you're looking at a 1 

Bedroom Flat in Croydon.  

 

Wherever you're thinking of buying a home Deo Volente Solicitors deal with both residential 

and commercial property law, and provide a straightforward service designed to make the 

legal process of moving house, transferring title, or re-mortgaging as stress free as possible. 

Call us today on 01234 350 244 or visit www.dvsolicitors.com/property.
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Baroness Hale 
marks history 

in Vogue!

Baroness Hale of Richmond 

This year marks a Century since women have been allowed 

to practice law. The 1919 Sex Disqualification (removal) Act 

made this possible, giving women the right to practice as 

Solicitors for the first time. However, this act came in many 

years later after the first woman, Eliza Orme, gained her Law 

degree in 1888.

 

Supreme court Judge and president, Baroness Hale, has 

featured on a double page spread in Vogue Magazine 

(page 100, February edition) to celebrate 100 years of 

Women in Law, and also the 10th Anniversary of the Supreme 

court.

 

Hale has made tremendous progression for women in law 

throughout her career and is the perfect choice for the 

magazine feature.

 

Brenda Hale, known formally as Baroness Hale of Richmond, 

began her career as Assistant Lecturer at the University of 

Manchester after graduating from Cambridge University.

 

It was in 1969 Baroness Hale was called to Bar by Gray's Inn, 

having topped the list of bar finals for that year.

 

Working part-time as a Barrister, Hale became Professor of 

Law at Manchester University in 1986 and spent many years in 

the education field until her career drew her back to the 

courtroom.

Vogue celebrates Hale's achievements in their 

February edition which includes a two page 

interview of the Baroness where she talks 

about her life in and out of the courtroom.

 

“This is not what I set out in life to be — but it’s 

where I happen to be. I do feel I’ve got to set 

a good example, both in terms of doing a 

good job, but also in terms of encouraging 

young women to make the most of 

themselves.”

 

-Baroness Hale of Richmond, 2019

 

In the interview Hale tells the fashion bible 

magazine:

“A 73-year-old woman like me in Vogue? 

Hilarious”. She describes her feelings about 

the experience, “very humble, absolutely 

staggered”, to be a role model for women 

both inside and outside the legal profession; 

and a role model she most certainly is.

 

WOMEN IN LAW
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS

First woman to be appointed to the Law 

Commission (1984)

First woman in the UK to be Lord of Appeal 

in Ordinary (2004)

First Woman Justice of the Supreme Court 

(2009)

First woman to become President of the 

Supreme Court (2017)

Achievements:
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Our boss, Mr Rehman, turned 50 this year and being the 

amazing employees that we are, we decided to throw him a 

surprise party in the office. We started off by recording video 

messages wishing Mr Rehman a happy birthday and thanking 

him for all that he's done for us this year to put into a video 

collage. 

 

Everything else soon fell in place, the cake, the balloons and 

the catering. However, the hardest party of all was getting 

him to leave the office! In order for us to set-up the surprise 

party we needed Mr Rehman to leave the office at 17:00. This 

wasn't an easy task and we had to call in a favour from Mr 

Rehman's good friend, Raj, to call and invite him out for a 

coffee. 

 

After much reluctance, he finally agreed to meet Raj and we 

hurried to get the preparations into place. It was almost a 

close call when the catering arrived as he was leaving but we 

made the delivery man hide around the corner!

 

With Shazia bossing everyone into place we were quickly 

finishing off the final touches. The food was beautifully 

displayed in the centre of the room, along with the cake and 

balloons. Mr Rehman's family and close friends had also 

arrived, and we were ready.

 

 

THE BOSS IS 50!
THE SURPRISE PARTY

"Forgetful Raj" had left his keys back in the office (oh no) 

and asked Mr Rehman if he could kindly go back and get 

them for him. 

 

Once returning back into the darkened office, we gave Mr 

Rehman the fright of his life with a massive "SURPRISE!". 

 

This was the first time we had ever seen him speechless as 

he stood there stunned. 
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The DV Team welcomed him in and we got started with the 

night's activities which consisted of a lot of speeches and 

smiles, the birthday video, delicious food and amazing 

company. 

 

It was a lovely evening to celebrate a great man who we 

have the pleasure of working with everyday. 

 

We hope you had the best 50th Birthday, Mr Rehman!

 



1. To make your wishes clear
Unless you've had the conversation, not everyone knows what your wishes are 

after your passing. This is why it is especially important to write these 

instructions down. It also makes things a little easier for your friends and family 

who may otherwise stress over what to do. 

2. To help distribute your possessions
Without a will, everything you own will be shared out in a standard way-as defined 

by the law. However, this may not be the way you want it. There could be a 

special item in which you wish to pass down to a special someone but without a 

will to outline this it could end up elsewhere. 

3. Reduce Inheritance Tax
By writing a will you can help reduce the amount of inheritance tax that 

might be payable on the value of a property and the money you leave 

behind (read our blog on inheritance tax at dvsolicitors.com/blog-media). 

4. For the benefit of your family
A will can help take care of your loved ones after your passing, or to those 

who depend on you financially outside your immediate family. It can also 

help towards funeral costs. 
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E: J.SHAH@DVSOLICITORS.COM

TEL: 01234 860504

HEAD OF LITIGATION

JAFFAR SHAH

NEED HELP FROM THE 
EXPERTS?

BOOK YOUR FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION WITH US

01234 350 244
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'RAT IN MY 
KITCHEN'

In December 2018, a week prior to the festive period, a distressed couple booked 

to see the Litigation department for assistance in relation to Tenancy Agreement. 

Mr & Mrs P had agreed a short term tenancy for a rented property what they 

believed was the ideal home for a 6 month period.

 

After viewing the property the couple signed a Tenancy Agreement and moved in 

shortly after. From the first day of entering into the property their nightmare 

started. Mr & Mrs P were initially welcomed to a very unpleasant aroma which 

later turned out to be a dead rat in one of the kitchen cupboards. In addition to 

this there was no working heating at the property having to then resort to 

temporary measures, the cooker was not in a working order and most serious of 

all there was a shed located at close proximity to the property which was 

contaminated with Asbestos. Mr & Mrs P’s reality of moving into an ideal home 

turned out to be a home from hell.

 

Mr & Mrs P were concerned that they had placed themselves in a vulnerable 

position by committing themselves to this Tenancy Agreement. Due to the bad 

experience from the outset, Mr & Mrs P wanted to terminate the agreement and 

leave the property. However, they were concerned that if they did leave, the 

landlord would pursue them for breach of contract, in respect of approximately 

£7,000 - £8,000.

 

Jaffar Shah a Partner and Shoaib Rashid a Trainee Solicitor in the Litigation 

department assisted by carefully reviewing the tenancy agreement and advising 

Mr & Mrs P of the potential breaches on part of the Landlord. Following which, a 

letter before action was sent to the Landlord. The letter highlighted all the 

breaches and put forward Mr & Mrs P’s terms some of which being termination of 

agreement, refund of full deposit and refund of advance rent paid.

 

Within a two week period, Mr & Mrs P were delighted to inform us that the 

landlord agreed to the terms set out in the pre-action letter. This enabled the 

couple to find alternative accommodation. Mr & Mrs P were grateful for our 

assistance and for the positive outcome which saved them the stress and effort to 

pursue the case further. Another satisfied client who came to DV Solicitors with 

an issue and left with their matter being resolved.

E: S.RASHID@DVSOLICITORS.COM

TEL: 01234 673403

TRAINEE SOLICITOR

SHOAIB RASHID

NEED HELP FROM THE 
EXPERTS?

BOOK YOUR FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION WITH US

01234 350 244
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LITIGATION DEPARTMENT
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Our client, a Pakistani national, married his Sponsor who is 

British in April 2018. 

 

The couple had been living in separate countries even after 

their marriage and naturally wanted to live together.

DV Solicitors were instructed by the Sponsor in this matter 

in October.

 

Once we were satisfied with the supporting evidence to 

meet the Immigration rules we proceeded to submit the 

application along with our detailed representations in 

November 2018 and the Applicant was granted entry 

clearance in December 2018 (40 days).

 

The Applicant has traveled to the UK and is enjoying family 

life with his British partner and has managed to secure 

employment. Our client was very impressed by the timing of 

the case granted his entry clearance in just 40 days. 

SPOUSE 
VISA 
GRANTED

BOOK YOUR FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION WITH US

01234 350 244
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Shazia Akhtar is a Partner at the 

firm with extensive experience in 

immigration matters. 

 

Her impressive success rate in entry 

clearance applications, further 

leave to remain and appeals 

against the Home Office has given 

her a strong client base in 

Bedfordshire. 

 

 

 

 

About the solicitor

A VISA IN 40 DAYS

Shazia is able to advise in the following 

areas: 

 
Applications for Settlement; 

Discretionary Leave; 

Further Leave to remain in the UK;

Indefinite leave to remain in the UK;

Naturalisation; Dependant relatives;

Asylum Applications; 

Bail Applications; 

Judicial Reviews; 

EU Applications

Immigration Appeals

IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT

E: S.AKHTER@DVSOLICITORS.COM

TEL: 01234 673404

IMMIGRATION SOLICITOR

SHAZIA AKHTER

NEED HELP FROM THE 
EXPERTS?
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DV solicitors were instructed by a Nail Salon 

business in relation to potential infringement of 

their copyright. The fact of the matter was that 

the ex-employee of the client’s business was 

misusing photographs professionally taken by 

the client and misleadingly associating the 

client’s products with another business on 

Instagram.

 

Without the client’s knowledge or authorisation 

their photographs were posted on the Instagram 

page of the client’s competing business, another 

nail products business which the client’s ex-

employee started to work with after she finished 

working with the client.

 

Nastassia Khilkevich, Litigation Solicitor at DV 

Solicitors, was consulted by the client about 

what can be done to put an end to misleading 

advertising of the competitor’s products and to 

stop the ex-employee misusing client’s 

photographs without authorisation.

 

Nastassia took a pro-active approach and 

drafted three letters before action: to the ex-

employee in question, to the local subsidiary of 

the client’s competitor and their head company 

requesting that the infringing photographs be 

removed as soon as possible or court action 

would be taken.

 

NAIL SALON PICTURES 
INFRINGED BY 
EX-EMPLOYEE

As a result of the letters not only did the client achieve their aim to 

have the infringing photographs removed from the competing business’ 

Instagram within a matter of days, but also, by way of an apology, the 

client received free samples of nail products for their use and 

compensation for their legal costs in seeking legal advice and having 

letters before action drafted for them.

 

If you have any queries concerning intellectual property rights, including 

copyright, trade marks, patents, contact Nastassia in our Litigation 

Team on 01234 673400.

About the solicitor

Nastassia advises and defends 

businesses and individuals in areas 

involving trading standards, fraud, 

food safety and hygiene, health 

and safety, planning enforcement, 

environmental and animal welfare 

law.

 

Nastassia ‘s broad prosecution 

experience and insight into local 

authority’s policies and decision-

making protocols provides her with 

a unique perspective in preparing 

client’s defence and case strategy 

to achieve the most beneficial 

outcome for her clients.
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TIPPED-OFF!
LITIGATION DEPARTMENT

E: N.KHILKEVICH@DVSOLICITORS.COM

TEL: 01234 673400

LITIGATION SOLICITOR

NASTASSIA KHILKEVICH

NEED HELP FROM THE 
EXPERTS?
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